
EUGENE PUBLIC LIBRARY ADVISORY BOARD 
MINUTES 

Thursday, July 21, 2016 
6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

Singer Room, Downtown Library, 100 West 10th 
 

Present: Don Churnside, Chelsea Clinton, Kerry Delf, Rebecca Falleur, Joe Gonzales, Kelly Johnson, 
Connie Regali, and Beth Walsh. 
Staff: Connie Bennett, Renee Grube, Cara Haakanson, Cynthia Olsen, LaVena Nohrenberg, and 
Kristen Thorp 
Public: Michelle Betancourt 
 
 

1. Called to Order and Introductions.   
 

2. Additions/Corrections to the Agenda – none. 
 

3. Approval of May Minutes – approved.   
 

4. Public comment: Michelle Betancourt shared about her son’s involvement with library services, 
and the important role the library has in their lives. Maker Hub access currently requires a library 
card, and that is a barrier for some people.  Michelle hopes the library will consider removing 
that barrier. 
 

5. Reports from the Library Director, Friends, and Foundation were submitted ahead of time. 
 

6. Presentation on Early Literacy Services by Cynthia Olsen, Cara Haakanson, Kristen Thorp:  The 
staff provided information on the 12 storytimes offered each week, as well as the Storytime-To-
Go program where volunteers go out in the community to deliver storytimes.  In the coming 
months additional pre-school programs will be added including an evening storytime. 
Information was provided on the six early literacy skills that have proven to be necessary for 
reading skill development: phonological awareness, print awareness, print motivation, letter 
recognition, vocabulary, and narrative skills.  Staff also shared the five steps that lead to these 
skills: talking, singing, reading, writing, and playing.  The Library provides many resources for 
parents in the Kids section of the website:  Eugene-or.gov/library/kids 
 

7. Report on levy implementation:  Patrons daily express appreciation for the increased access, 
especially at the Branches.  A report template of Levy performance measures was distributed 
and discussed.  In addition to providing the Library Advisory Board with regular reports, 
performance measurements will be posted on the Library’s website. 
 

8. Election of 2016-17 Board officers: Kerry Delf was elected Chair. Kelly Johnson was elected 
Vice Chair. 
 

9. Information Share:  Renee expressed great appreciation for the funds raised by the Friends of 
the Library and the Eugene Public Library Foundation; it is a tremendous contribution to our 
community.  The Foundation’s annual Booked for the Evening fundraiser is September 30, 
2016. 

 
 

NEXT MEETING: Thursday, September 15, 2016, 6:00-7:30 p.m., Singer Room 
 
 



 
 


